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President’s Message  

I hope you all had a lovely holiday season and enjoyed the festivities with family and friends. 

There is nothing nicer than getting together with family - telling old stories again and making 

new memories. We enjoyed our Christmas day with our daughter’s family. We sat down to 

dinner with her new next door neighbours who are recent immigrants to Canada. They had 

never seen or tasted a traditional Canadian Christmas dinner. They are now converts to                   

turkey, cranberry sauce, stuffing, brussel sprouts, sweet potatoes and pumpkin pie.                         

A lovely day with family and new friends!                                                                                               

Look to page 4 for pictures of our UEL Christmas gathering with Vancouver Branch. Thank 

you for including us. I loved the “photo booth”. My picture is at the bottom right.                                            

Apologies to King Charles III, but this was such a fun idea.                                                                                                                                            

Notice the new logo above? Not so new. Go to page 6 to learn about its past history.                         

There is a lot of news to share and before I knew it, this newsletter was 15 pages.                                 

So checking on the right hand side, you will see our contents listed for quick reference.                      

As is our custom for the first issue of each year - the advance items for the AGM including 

our Financial Report and the minutes of the previous year. We have also included a special                   

resolution to amend our quorum number. This was suggested at the last AGM as shown        

in the minutes.  But as the past year has been a very busy one, I forgot to put it forward.                                   

We are presenting it now. Please check page 14 for the preamble and the motion.                                

Since this year represents our 35th Anniversary, I thought it would be nice to present a bit 

of history in each of our upcoming newsletters and plan for a fall celebration.                                    

The 30th anniversary was cancelled due to Covid. So let’s make up for it.  Beginning on                   

page 6, we have made a good start. Look to each upcoming issue for more.                                            

We are pleased to share a couple of items from other branches on page 5, and                                 

announce another Great Grandchild for Judy Scholz UE.                                                             

In closing, I would just like to remind you to renew your membership.   

It is so vital to the continuation of our Branch. We could also use                 

some volunteers for positions on our Management team.                           

Or offer to be a director. There is always work to do and help needed.                             

Happy New Year to you all and I hope to see you soon.                                    

Loyally yours                                                                                                      

Marlene Dance UE 

http://www.uelac.org/Chilliwack/
http://www.uelac.org/UELAC-history/Armorial-Bearings-Gazette-1972.pdf
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    Meetings will be scheduled individually.                                                         
                  Details as to location, Zoom links and guest speakers, will be sent via email                                       

   and/or included  below in each edition of this newsletter.                                                        
      2025:                                                                                                 

  March 8th   Branch Annual General Meeting via Zoom                                                                                                  

  June TBA  Spring Fleet gathering                                                                                              

  July 10 - 13th,  Annual Conference, Delta Hotel, 39 King St. Saint John, NB                                                     

  July  TBA Loyalist Day Picnic with Vancouver Branch                                             

   Oct  TBA Celebration of 35th Branch Anniversary                                                          

   Nov 11              Remembrance Day and luncheon at Canton Gardens                                                            

Be sure to send suggestions, information and/or pictures for this publication to:                                            

chwkbruelcontact@gmail.com   

                            Please  visit our branch webpage: http://www.uelac.org/Chilliwack          

Partnering with Heritage Chilliwack Society since  2019                                                                      

Keeping the Past Present!    www.heritagechilliwack.org/ 

“On the Porch” - beautiful old homes in Chilliwack.                                                                                                                                         

Just Google to find all eight episodes on YouTube.                                                                                                                                          

 

Featuring:                                                                                                

Hazel House, Carmichael House,  

Higginson House, Gwynne Vaughan House,  

Brock House,  

Skelton House, Gibbens House.   

       As well as District 1881 - the new downtown rejuvenation.  

Calendar of Events for 2025      Print and save with your calendar  

http://www.uelac.org/
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Chilliwack Branch AGM scheduled for 2025                                                                                                                              
on Saturday, March 8th, 2025 via Zoom.     

           You need to be a member to vote, but all are welcome to attend.                                                              
The AGM package with the Agenda, YTD financial report, Special Resolution,                                          
Presidents Annual report, minutes from the 2024 AGM and the link for the 

Zoom meeting will be sent out in mid February.  In the mean time,  please check 
pages 12 and 13 for an advance look at the 2024 Financial Report and  Minutes from 2024.                                     

Fourteen days notice to members is required for holding an AGM and/or for the                                     
presentation of a special resolution to amend the By-Laws.                                                                      

A special resolution to amend the Quorum number will be presented                                                        
and is shown on page 14.   

NOW - Renew your membership please!  

We would like to remind everyone to renew their                                           
memberships please.                                                                                                        

We need your support to keep going.                                                                                          
You will find the application for mail renewal on the final page.                            

Now that the Post Office is delivering, we have already had a number of                                                 
renewals come in that way.                                                                                                   

The online system set is up at www.uelac.ca   Just sign in and away you go!                                                                                                
A number of you have already renewed.                                                                                        

Thank you so much!                                   

Our newest little Loyalist!  
Welcome to the world,  little one!                                     

Koen Woods Heibner born Sept. 1, 2024.                                                             
Proud parents are Kole UE and Alyssa Heibner.                                              

Proud grandparents are                                                               
Kevin and Vicky UE Heibner                                                    

and Great grandmother is                 
Judy Schulz UE. 

 
How many great grandchildren 

does this make Judy?  Twelve !!! 
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A few pictures from our Christmas Celebration with Vancouver Branch Dec. 8th, 2024. 
Hosted again this year by Ed & Rose Marie Curylo UE and son Daniel. What a lovely time. 

Judy, Jan and I carpooled. It was a lovely day for the drive.                                                                
Good food, good company and even Santa showed up. The Pizza was delish.                                       

Seems we turned the flag with King Charles III on it into a “photo booth”. We all took a 
picture. A few are included                    

below. Then there was a fun draw 
for little gifts organized by Santa. 
Everyone got something. Lots of 
nice surprises were found in the                
various bags. Loads of fun and 
laughter. Thanks for taking the      

picture at right Daniel.                                      
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King Charles III Coronation Medal.                                                                                      
UELAC Facebook page announced the                       

awarding of the above medal to our own                     
Michele Lewis UE, Hamilton Branch Genealogist. 

This is in recognition of her many years of work on                                
Canada’s heritage and history as a genealogist                        

with the UELAC.  
 

Congratulations                                                    
from all of us, Michele!  

                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Vancouver Branch 

UELAC advised that 
branch member,                               

Marianne Iberg UE, 
was in Ontario                                         

and able to attend          
this event with her 

aunt Ann Dennis. The ceremony included honouring her Loyalist, Captain William Drake                
in two categories: first as a Loyalist and secondly as a veteran of the War of 1812.                                         

Marianne (shown above) received her certificate through Vancouver Branch in 2023.                       
What a lovely opportunity to attend. Thanks for sharing with us.  
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Chilliwack Branch Projects in the works:  
1) LOYALISTS AND THE CHILLIWACK CONNECTION                                                                                      

This project is ongoing. We are working with the applications in our archives.                                               
Chilliwack Pioneers with a Loyalist connection include:                                                                      

Aitken, Blakney, Dahl, Evans, Thornton, Stevenson, Patten, Webb, Reeves, Munro,                                     
Chadsey, Halcrow, Nelles, Kipp, Reece and Higginson.  
2) BACK ISSUES OF THE “LINK UP”                                                                                                                            

We have been given a three ring binder of back issues. Gradually, as we go through them we can de-
termine what may be duplicates using the list provided on page 8 of the April 2024 Link up issue.                

In addition, another issue from 2007 has been discovered. Now comes the scanning and creation of 
a PDF for each issue. Please have a look to see if there are any more back issues out there that                     

you can share. I am sure there are more to come.                                                                             
If you know of any please advise us.  We are hopeful of putting them all on our                                        

webpage in the coming months.            

3) Organization of our Library/Storage room area:                                                                                                            

This is ongoing. We have slowed down a bit. But we continue.                                                                 
Slow and steady wins the race!  

 

Evolution of the Chilliwack Branch                      
newsletter “Link Up”.  

 
 

Originally titled UELAC Chilliwack Branch. These early “newsletters” took the form of 
handouts at various branch meetings. The newsletter was formalized and numbered about 

November 1994, with the name changed to “Loyalist Link Up” and the chain motif                           
appeared. By the end of 1995,  only “Link Up” was being used.                                                                                                

In the Fall of 2003, the chain motif is dropped but “Link Up” remained.                                                                                                                    
In 2012, a whole new format is developed still titled “Link Up” on the masthead.                               

The issues from June 2012 forward are featured in the “Newsletter” tab on our website.                                                                                                          
Early on, each branch of the UELAC was asked to send a report of activities to the Editor,                              

for each of the two yearly issues of the Loyalist Gazette.  
These reports from our branch can be found at: 

 Homepage for Chilliwack Branch, United Empire Loyalists' Association of Canada (UELAC)  
Just click on “About Us” and scroll to “Branching Out reports” to read about the branch’s   

goings on from the granting of our Charter in October, 1990.                                                                 
They begin in the Spring of 1991 and continue to the Fall of 2017 when the Gazette adopted 

a new format and regular submissions from branches were no longer required.                                                  
In celebration of our 35th Anniversary this year, we will select a few items from our archives 

to feature in each issue - see pages 7– 10.        
Please enjoy your walk down memory lane.                                                                

https://www.uelac.org/Chilliwack/index.php


 7 

This photocopy of the letter dated September 20, 1990 asking to be chartered as a branch of the                              
United Empire Loyalists of Canada, is all we can find in our Archives.                                                       

It was signed by  ten people well known to our branch and all had their UEL certificates.                                    
This copy was found in the November, 1995 issue of the “Link Up” in celebration of the 5th Anniversary  

of the Branch.  Where might the original be?                                                                                 
The Charter was granted on October 19,1990, at a ceremony at the Chilliwack Museum (formerly City 

Hall) and was presented to Andrew Webb UE. Our newsletter records that there were  “over 70 in                         
attendance at the Museum for a Charter Night Pot Luck supper. Dominion President Arnold Nethercott 

UE and his wife Barbara came from Ontario to make the presentation”.                                                                          
See our the write-up from the local paper on the next pages.  
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Digging into the ten boxes of pictures we have in the Archives, we came across one picture from 
the inaugural presentation of the Charter in October of 1990.                                                                

The picture does not have names on the back, but we can identify the following:                        
Far left to right  - Lois Dickinson UE; Arnold W. Nethercott UE Dominion President reading the 

proclamation; hidden behind the charter paper and behind the flag is Scott Roos UE in the                     
uniform of a Butler’s Ranger. Sorry the other people remain nameless for now.                                                          

We did not want to just guess. Can anyone help so we can update this file?  

The newspaper article on the following page notes that there were about 70 in                            
attendance.  From the “Branching Out” history on our website is this excerpt:                                                                                      

The charter ceremony was brief, but impressive. The Union Jack was carried by seventeen year old Scott Roos, UE,                         
in a Butler's Rangers Officer's uniform.  Scott was followed by his mother Maribel Roos UE, in Loyalist costume, 
who carried the charter. President Nethercott, seated in a City Council chair, circa 1912, signed the charter with 

flourish and then presented it to Andrew Webb who holds ten certificates. The ten petitioners joined Mr. Webb in 
loyally  accepting the charter. With them was Rosemary Curlyo UE. The other guests then stood in recognition of 

their commitment. It was a happy, colourful evening with the program preceded by a pot luck supper of true                 
Loyalist hospitality. A Loyalist cake was cut by Betty Keller and Vera Webb. Tables were centred with nosegays of 

B.C. dogwoods linked with red Ontario maple leaves. The nosegays also contained blue hydrangeas from the                   
memorial garden at Chilliwack Junior Secondary School where 22 bushes commemorate the students who lost 

their lives on active service with the R.C.AF. in World War II.                                                                                                                               
The Chilliwack people were very moved, when, at the end of the evening, Mrs. Nethercott collected some                             
hydrangea sprigs to take home. On a more official note, greetings were brought by Alderman Gary Mason,                      

District of Chilliwack, himself inquiring about possible Loyalist ancestry from Nova Scotia. Peggy Still, President of 
the Chilliwack Museum and Historical Society, extended greetings on behalf of its 550 members. Messages of                   
congratulation were received from John Orr UE, Regional Vice-President. Greetings were also forwarded from               

Eleanor Sanderson, U.E., President of the Victoria Branch. The Vancouver Branch (established 1932) was                              
represented by John Graham UE, Vice-President; along with Vona Smith UE, past genealogist; Joan Fishleigh,                    
present genealogist; and Dolly Hannay, branch treasurer, and new president of the B.C. Genealogical Society.  

(see more on the webpage  www.uelac.org/Chilliwack/) 
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Back issues of the newsletter rarely included photographs,                  
although they occasionally used full page items or newspaper                      

clippings that they had photocopied and then included.  
Digging around in the ten boxes of pictures,  we came up with 

three photos from the 10th Anniversary celebration in October 2000. There were about 50 
in attendance at Cook’s Presbyterian Church Hall.  

To the left we have first President Lois Dickinson with a 
big smile making various  announcements.                                    

Below  we see Art Keller UE and wife Bette Keller 
cutting the celebratory cakes for the 10th anniversary.                           

Wow! Lots of chocolate. Perfect.   
 

Below we see Lois holding up our 
Charter. The branch had it               

laminated to protect it from harm.  
Still in good shape today. It is used 

regularly at all our events and 
presentations.  We have a                                              
special easel to rest it on and show it off!   
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UELAC 2025 Conference: Details, Registration and Accommodations 

    The 2025 UELAC Conference Committee is pleased to announce that the 2025 UELAC                        
Conference will be held in Saint John NB, July 10th-13th, 2025. The conference will be                        

hosted at the Delta Hotel in downtown Saint John beside the harbour. 
    Saint John, then called Parrtown, was located at the mouth of the Saint John River in 

Western Nova Scotia, a British Colony.  Western Nova Scotia had a population of some 6,000. 
Parrtown in 1783 welcomed 14,000 Loyalist refugees. It was renamed Saint John in 1785 

when the new British Colony of New Brunswick was created out of Western NS.                         
Saint John is the entrance point of New Brunswick's Loyalist story. 

    The highlights of the conference include guest speakers Dr. Leah Grandy and Loyalist Trails 
contributor Stephen Davidson. There will be tours of Trinity Anglican Loyalist church, the      
Old Loyalist cemetery, The Black Loyalist History Centre, and the Loyalist House. The Gala 

Dinner will feature speaker and newly appointed honorary fellow Dr. Bonnie Hoskins.                     
We will cap off the Conference with a Drumhead church service at                                             

Trinity Church with DeLancey's Brigade. 
    There will be free time to tour downtown Saint John to take in the stores, restaurants, 

markets, the container village of artisans on the newly renovated harbour-front. 
    Mark your calendars now and join us for a great summer conference! 
    For more details, registration and accommodation information, visit                    

 2025 UELAC Conference 
                Your Conference Committee: Bill Russell UE, Trish Groom UE and Barb Andrew UE  

https://click-1106564.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=79825997&msgid=806714&act=V8TM&c=1106564&pid=3994454&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fuelac.ca%2Fconference-2025%2F&cf=21751&v=b32612a9df1847d863c58338f689a5753d4daf75c38571a5297ea698c6c11245


 12 

 

Minutes from the Chilliwack Branch AGM Saturday, March 16, 2024 via Zoom  
We are honoured to live, work and play on the traditional, ancestral and unceded                                                

territory of the Sto:lo Coast Salish peoples.          
  1. Meeting called to order at 12:07 p.m.                                                                                                                                                         
       The playing of God Save the King & Parade of Flags was displayed on the screen.  
  2. Declaration of Quorum: 14 members in attendance.  
  3. Introduction of Guest: Susan Strocel  
  4. A moment of silence: was called for in memory of the passing of Shirley Dargatz UE and Marian 
       Reid UE – long time branch members.  
  5. Adoption of Agenda as presented: moved/ seconded by Marlene Dance UE and Judy Scholz UE. 
       Carried  
  6. Adoption of Minutes of February 11, 2023 A. G. M. Moved/seconded by Vicky Heibner UE and 
       Margaret Strocel UE. Carried  
  7. Adoption of Financial Report Year ending 2023: moved/ seconded by Judy Scholz UE, and Vicky 
       Heibner UE. Carried  
  8. Adoption of the President's Report year ending 2023: Moved/seconded Margaret Strocel UE,              
      and Terry Strocel UE. Carried.  
  9. The slate of officers presented for the 2024/25 term is as follows:  
   Branch President: Marlene Dance UE  
   Branch Vice President: vacant  
   Secretary: Judy Scholz UE  
   Treasurer: Carole Lefler UE  
   Genealogist: Marlene Dance UE  
   Assistant Genealogist: vacant  
   Web Mistress: Vicky Heibner UE  

  A call was made 3 times for nominations from the floor for either of the two vacant positions.            
  As there were none the above were declared elected by acclamation.  
  10. Appointed positions for 2024/25  
   Past President: Held in memory of Shirley Dargatz  
   UE Directors: Chris Hay UE, Cindy Lyftogt UE, Rebecca Heibner UE, Margaret Strocel UE,  
   Jan Ouellet  
   Flag Bearer: Alan Reid UE  
   Social Conveners: Vicky Heibner UE & Rebecca Heibner UE as needed  
   Newsletter Editor: Marlene Dance UE  
  11. New Business: a) Reminder of the 2024 Cornwall, Ontario Conference June 6 - 9, 2024. b) UELAC 
         Annual General Meeting will be held via Zoom on May 11. If unable to attend, please appoint 
         Proxies. Marlene Dance is attending and willing to accept Proxies.  
         Email reminders with attachments have been sent. You need to be a member to vote.  
  12. Floor open to comments, questions.  
   -a) Victoria Branch UELAC Spring Fleet meeting May 25. Everyone is invited.  
   -b) The question was raised as to the number of members to make the quorum. Maybe it is 
   time to review the number and amend if necessary. The new management committee will 
   look into this.  
  13. Adjournment at 12:35 by Vicky Heibner UE  
  The meeting was closed with the playing of O’ Canada. (forgot the sound. Sorry )  
 
  Respectfully submitted Judy Schulz UE, Secretary  
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UELAC Chilliwack Branch                                                                                                             

2024 Year End Financial Report 
Dec. 31, 2023 Bank balance forward:  $ 3,413.35 

INCOME: 2024 Memberships  335.00  

 2025 Memberships deposited & held 125.00  

 2024 membership portion to be retained: 120.00  

 Ontario Genealogy Soc membership refund 55.00  

 Any other income – none this year   

                                                             Sub. Total: 635.00        $ 4,048.35 

EXPENSES: Service Charges ($1.95 x 12) +1.25 -24.65  
  Meeting/rental/refreshments -228.48  
 Misc. Stationary/incl. envelopes, paper, 

postage, Photocopies, archive covers 
    -151.77 

 
 

 Donation to Carman United Church in 
memory of Shirley Dargatz UE 

    -300.00  

 Remembrance Day (2 wreaths) -160.00  
 2024 memberships remitted to Dominion -335.00  
 Insurance coverage   
 Ontario Genealogy Society Membership  -55.00  
 TOTAL expenses:   1,254.90 $2,793.45 

Dec. 31, 2024 Bank Balance:        $2,793.45 
Outstanding 

cheques 
#022 C. Grant – Website maintenance -144.00  

 #023 Zoom Licence share to H.O.  -84.50  
 Net Balance        $2,564.95 

NOTES:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
#1) Portion of 2025 membership to be remitted in the new year to date $95.00 
#2) Insurance premium due in March approx. $54.  
#3) Asset Purchased in 2019: Projector: Epson LCD Model: H719A S/N: WDPK5X02985                                                                              
Purchase Cost second hand was: $200.                                                                  
#4) 2024 Year end membership was 53.                                                                                                                          
Consisting of 8 Families w/total of 20 members, 6 Assoc., 19 individual.                                                                                                        

Prepared and reviewed by: Carole Lefler UE – Treasurer, Judy Schulz UE – Secretary                                                                          

and Marlene Dance UE – President 
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Special Resolution to amend Quorum number:    
  

To be presented at the March 8, 2025 AGM: 
Preamble:  Our quorum was established in 2018 and is written into our By-laws as ten                                      

(10) members. There is a provision that indicates: that if the quorum was not met, that those in attendance 
could wait 15 minutes for more attendees, and then declare those in attendance be the quorum.                     

This proviso has had to be enacted twice in recent years.  Notes from the meeting that proposed both the                     
quorum number and the proviso, indicated we were looking at using 10% of the voting membership as the 

number. Membership at that time was 100 and so ten was established.                                                          
As with many branches of the UELAC,  membership has declined. For us, over the past eight years due to 

members moving away, being to ill to participate or passing away we are seeing the same decline.                             
A high of over 100 was accomplished in 2014. Now in the year just finished   

(2024), the number has declined to just 53.  But we soldier on.   
The quorum is used at the Annual General Meeting to approve the year end statement, to adopt 

the minutes of the previous AGM, to pass any special resolutions and to elect the officers for the coming 
year.    Therefore, it is proposed that the quorum number be established as 10% (ten percent) of the                 

membership number as of December 31st, of the previous year. For example, this could mean:                      
If membership as at December 31st of the year was 62, then the quorum number at the AGM the following                        
month of February or March would then be 6. If it is 53 as per this year, it would be 5.  The passing of this 

resolution would take effect the spring AGM of 2026 for business as of year end 2025.   
 

Resolution:  Moved by Judy Scholz UE seconded by Carole Lefler UE:                                                                                                                               

Be it resolved that the quorum needed to conduct business for Chilliwack Branch UELAC at any                                 
Annual General meeting be established at 10% of the total membership as of December 31st of the                      

previous year to coincide with the dates on  the Financial Statement presented.                                                           
The addendum stands:  if at any meeting, a quorum is not met by the stated time of the start of the                          

meeting, those gathered may wait 15 minutes for late arrivals. After which those in attendance will be                      
declared the quorum and business may proceed.     

 
This item has been placed in the Agenda for 2025, under item # 9.                                                            

Discussion and voting to follow 
The AGM package will be forwarded to all members via email in mid February, 2025.  

 
*******************************************************  
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