imports and exports of merchandise, particularly to Great
Britain.

Now John’s loyalty to Great Britain was never in question. This
idea must have made sense, P perhaps to the majority of the new
Congress, because it was actually implemented, but it proved to
be one of the most foolish courses of events for the US in the
entire War. Britain yawned, but America, as a new country,
almost divided on the issue, and took at least 20 years to recover.
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Eleven deputies for the County of Middlesex had been chosen.
John, of course, as Chairperson, was one of them. Two months
later, in September, 14 delegates were selected for the
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